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BAHAMAS

The Bahamas are made up of over 700 idyllic islands offering visitors a wide range of experiences, from the vibrant colour and bustle of Nassau to the rustic solitude of the outer Islands. One of the most beautiful of all is Harbour Island where
you’ll find Valentine´s Resort and Marina, which was voted by “Travel & Leisure Magazine” as one of the Top Luxury Hotels in The Bahamas and Recognized by “World Travel Awards” for The Bahamas Best Marina 2015.

The Bahamas are an ideal spot to relax
while your money works for you

Christopher Columbus first described the archipelago as ‘baja mar’ or ‘low sea’ islands, hence the Bahamas. The crystalline waters comprise
multi-colored tones of turquoise and pink. This is unmistakably the Caribbean: coral reefs, pastel-colored houses, virgin beaches and the orchestra
of exotic birds, which make up the magical landscape.
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HE BAHAMAS,
officially known as
the Commonwealth
of the Bahamas,
is a Caribbean country, an
independent state of the
Antilles, and a member of the
Commonwealth. Consisting
of 180,000 square miles of
oceanic space, the Bahamas
is made up of over 700
islands and islets, with
more than 2,000 cays and
rocks stretching over 1,200
kilometres, from the southeast
point of Palm Beach, to the far
eastern extreme of Cuba.
The country is located 80
kilometers off the coast of
Florida and has a population
of over 353,000 inhabitants.
Its capital is Nassau, on the
island of New Providence, with
English as the official language.
Besides the capital, Grand
Bahama Island and Coco Bay
are the other principal places
of interest. The main tourist
attractions include white sand
beaches and clear waters as
well as the third biggest coral
barrier reef in the world, which
is a huge magnet for divers.
High quality hotels and resorts
offer excellent accommodation
making the archipelago one of
the most exclusive and sought
after travel destinations on the
planet.
Only 40 of the islands
are inhabited. It was on the
island of San Salvador that
Christopher Colombus first
set foot on the ‘new world’
of the Americas in 1492
with the Spanish naming the
archipelago ‘shallow water
islands’ or ‘baja’ (low), ‘mar’
(sea), hence bajamar, ergo
‘Bahama’. From the late 15th
Century to the end of the 18th
Century, the Bahamas were
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a Spanish Crown Colony. The
islands, situated as they were
on the strategic ‘Galleon route’,
together with their labyrinth of
nooks and crannies became
an ideal hiding place for
pirates, buccaneers and other
swashbucklers of mainly
English origin looking to stash
their loot. Owing to large
numbers of British colonists
on the islands, sovereignty of
the archipelago was eventually
transferred from Spain to
the United Kingdom with the
colony being declared property
of the British Crown in 1784
before declaring independence
in 1973. Splendid beaches
and a pleasant, subtropical
climate make the Bahamas
one of the most attractive and
well-known tourist destinations
in the Americas; in 1997,
over one and a half million
people visited the islands. The
Bahamas are also known as a
‘millionaires playground’, with
the likes of Johnny Depp, David
Copperfield, Eddie Murphy or
Shakira – to name but a few
-vacationing or owning property
in the area.
Trade and tourism make
up 72.6% of the country’s
economy with two thirds of the
population employed in these
sectors. Owing to its lax fiscal
regime, tax-free environment
and light property tax burden,
investment has boomed in the
tourist sector. Yet the Bahamas
is not just a cosmopolitan,
international tourist haven. It’s
also a thriving financial center
due to its tax laws, making
it very attractive for foreign
companies and banks to set
up there.
Previously, it was
considered a tax haven in
the eyes of some countries,
however, under the G20
and the Organization for
Economic Development (OECD)
guidelines, that is no longer
the case. As of 2000, new legal
measures were introduced to
improve financial supervision
and the government adopted
tax regulations. Besides its
tourist infrastructure, it’s
ideal for hosting all manner

of convention events and
seminars, and will host the
Caricom summit this year on
the 26th and 27th February.
Bahamas is a
hereditary, constitutional
monarchy belonging to the
Commonwealth of Nations
or British Commonwealth of
Nations. As Head of State,
Queen Elizabeth II, the ruling
British monarch, appoints her
representative in the Bahamas,
the Governor General.
Executive power is exercised
through the Cabinet system of
government, led by the Prime
Minister. Legislative power is
conducted through a twochamber parliamentary system
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comprising of 16 members
of the Senate, appointed by
the General Governor, and 40
members in the chamber of
representatives, voted in by the
public.
Other points of interest
include the population density,
38 (habitants/km2) with 83%
urban dwellers. Life expectancy
is 75, which goes some way to
testify to the high quality of
life. Gross domestic product
(GDP) is split up as follows:
– Hotels and restaurants
17,1%
– Financial services and real
estate 10.9%
– Construction 9.5%
– Wholesale and retail trade
9.1%

– Industry 7.3%
– Public administration and
defence 5,5%
– Education 3,9%
– Transport 3,8%
– Health 3,3%
Source: The Economist Intelligence
Unit, April 2015

The main sources of
income are; tourism which
accounts for almost 50% of
GDP, and financial services
with about 20% of national
turnover. Bahamas also exports
fish products, especially
lobster, but there is as yet no
developed fishing industry with
eyes set on the USA as a main
trading partner.
In recent years the
Government have prioritized

control of public deficit, public
debt repayment and attracting
foreign direct investment. On
1st January the government
introduced – for the first
time in its history – a 15%
VAT levy. On the other hand,
the Bahamas currency is
pegged to the Dollar, leaving
little economic wiggle room
for the government. The per
capita income - which stands
at $21.280, according to the
BM 2014 World Development
Report – is one of the region’s
highest, suggesting the
Bahamas is a safe haven for
investors the world over, with
promising growth prospects in
the coming years.n

A thriving financial hub
with a bright future

HE BAHAMAS is a
country with a strong
and stable economy
based primarily on its tourism
and financial services sectors.
The finance sector is the
second most important for
the economy and constitutes
about 15% of the national
GDP. Industry and agriculture
contribute approximately one
tenth of GDP, a figure that
seems low despite incentives
from the government in these
areas. Crucially economic
growth depends largely upon
the tourism sector, which in
turn depends significantly
on the fortunes of the US
economy as North Americans
account for more than 80% of
the Bahamian visitors. Besides
the Tourism and banking
activities, the government
supports the development of
a “third pillar” in the economy
and that is trade and services.
As an investment
destination the Bahamas
has many advantages; one
of them being that it has a
very stable political system,

another being that it is
governed by internationally
respected English law. For
those reasons the Bahamas
is regarded as an attractive
place for the international
investor seeking to diversify.
If you are looking for political
and economic stability, and a
good connection to both North
and Latin America then the
Bahamas could well be the
ideal location to establish your
business.
A clear example of the
dynamism of the Bahamian
financial sector is Safra
Sarasin, a Swiss group
originally established in
1841 that has expanded to a
number of countries around
the world over the years. They
set up in the Bahamas 32
years ago but their history
begins with the Safra family,
a family known for its long
tradition of asset management
and private banking. The
Safra Family originally had a
commercial bank in Brazil,
and they now have banks
in the United States and in

Europe. In 2011, they bought
Sarasin from Rabobank, who
was its major shareholder
at that time, and changed
the name to Safra Sarasin.
Adrian Zadeh, CEO of the
bank J.Safra Sarasin Bahamas
and J.Safra Sarasin Asset
Management Panama explains
more about the groups
activities in the Bahamas, “The
Bahamas is very important to us
mainly because we are able to
serve our clients’ needs when
the US markets are open. At the
same time, it offers us a location
that allows us to work as a hub in
order to serve our Latin American
clients. We have a service center
in Panama, which is a subsidiary
of the Bank in the Bahamas. We
are committed to the region for
many reasons; the origin of the
Safra family comes from Latin
America. We also have a longstandard relationship to Latin
America thanks to our banking
in Brazil. So in order to keep in
touch with the clients, location
matters a lot and culture matters
as well. That’s why I consider
that our value system is very

important in terms of where we
come from and where we are
located.”
In general terms Zadeh
believes that the Latin
American customer is
becoming increasingly
sophisticated and demanding
in terms of their investment
needs and as such the
Bahamas offers a solid
jurisdiction which is easily
accessed by customers
who want to diversify their
investment portfolios to take
advantage of opportunities in
the United States and Europe.
For an international investor
who decides to come here
Adrian Zadeh believes that his
Bank offers great service for
the long term of any business;
“We’re a family business, we are
very discreet and conservative by
nature.Over the years we have
performed well, not only in the
good times of the market, but
also in the volatile times thanks
to our conservative profile. At
the same time, we have an open
environment that permits us
to give our customers the best
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products that the market has on
offer.” In reality the financial
sector is constantly moving
and is increasingly difficult to
predict. In that sense Safra
Sarasin has a strong strategy
to put itself in a privileged
position: “The great challenge
we are facing in the financial
sector as a whole is the changes
in regulations or regulatory
environment. Obviously, we
rely on our infrastructure: our
back-office people, legal support
and guidelines in order to remain
in this continuously changing
environment. We believe this will
be the main factor that will drive
our group forward.”
When asked what would
be the ideal client that J.
Safra Sarasin wants to
attract, Mr Adrian says that
the customer profile is a
sophisticated investor that is
seeking investment advice:
“Our client profile corresponds
to very sophisticated investors,
high-net-worth individuals,
who are looking for investment
advice. We serve clients that
need a platform that allows
them to have multi-differentiated
products. We provide them with
an investment advisor to service
their needs. It is a boutique-type
investment approach.”
As a global company, the
bank continues to expand.
“The Bank is committed to grow
and with recent acquisitions like
the one we have just completed
in Switzerland. We’re always
looking for new opportunities
and hope to do well in all our
positions.”
Within the financial sector
in the Bahamas there is a
niche business that offers
legal support to investors
interested in establishing or

investing in this promising
destination. It is precisely in
that niche where Baycourt
Chambers firm operates their
boutique Bahamian practice.
Founding partner Raynard
Rigby, explains more about his
company:
“We are a fully-fledged
commercial firm and we offer
our clients a one-stop shop
from litigation solutions to their
private wealth management
to the acquisition or purchase
of real estate development,
luxury house or yacht. We
also do a lot of trademark and
copyright applications – so we
are essentially a fully fledged
commercial law firm.”
The firm began in 2012 and
is proud to be an international
company with numerous
clients in different countries.
In this regards Raynard Rigby
continues: “We have a lot of
insurance work that emanates
out of London, we do a lot of
maritime work that comes from
Hamilton Miller Birthisel from
Miami. We also service ultra high
net worth individuals who are
purchasing or investing in the
Bahamas as well as a good pool
of local commercial clients.”
What distinguishes this
prestigious firm from its
competitors is its efficiency
and dedication to quality.
Those clients who prefer to
have a direct communication
with their principal lawyer
would do well to take heed
of Rigby’s words. “We have
very good relations with the
government here. So we can
assist the client in working
through all the regulatory issues.
Obtaining the various permits
and approvals required.”
With regards to his future

plans for Baycourt Chambers,
Mr Rigby thinks that the firm
is destined to expand across
the region through strategic
partnerships. “The intention is
to have a functional International
base in Nassau and roots and
tentacles that extend to all
the major emerging financial
centers: Turks & Caicos, Miami,
Zurich, Panama and Mexico.”
When asked what made the
Bahamas a good investment
destination Rynard Rigby
explains, “The government
has been stable, and since
independence in 1973 we’ve
had smooth government
transitions. There is no major
difference between the
political parties here. The law
is straightforward and stable.
Government is pro investment.
We have a good pool of rounded
professionals here. We have a
liberal immigration policy to
allow companies to bring in
their key people. All of those
things and our proximity to the
US make this a great investment
destination. We haven’t had any
of the bumps that some other
Caribbean countries have had.”
With regards to the future
challenges that face not
just the Bahamas but all
offshore jurisdictions Rigby
is extremely insightful, “The
world is changing. In terms of
the exchange of information and
the necessity for onshore clients
to comply with their tax laws.
Tax compliance by all citizens
will become critical. We have
to be creative in how we design
and promote our sectors – not to
cater to those who want to avoid
tax but rather to give people
solutions to diversify their wealth
and be compliant in their own
onshore jurisdictions.” n

Bahamas,
so intimate,
so attractive…

A treasure chest waiting be opened

T

HINKING ABOUT the
Bahamas is to imagine
the clearest waters in
the world, to ponder
mysteries and secrets of long
forgotten sunken ships on
colorful coral reefs, and where
dreamlike houses appear to be
painted from a pastel palette,
but above all, those unspoiled
beaches that will capture your
soul and envelope you with the
melodies of exotic songbirds.
The Bahamas is the perfect
tourist destination for nature
lovers with an idyllic postcardlike atmosphere.
Diving enthusiasts consider
it to be a paradise, a place
where you can find a warm
indigo blue seas, and tropical
fish dart in and out of vibrant
coral reefs.
The Bahamas has more
than 20 dive centers and
over a 1000 dive sites that
make this one of the world’s
premier scuba destinations
with something for everyone,
regardless of certification or
experience. For those interested
in simply snorkeling or free
diving in shallow waters to
those with a desire and the
experience for a more serious
adrenaline rush, the Bahamas
has plenty of options. Some
of the most acclaimed diving
attractions are the blue
holes, which are huge vertical
fissures that were formed when
prehistoric caves filled with
water. Dean’s Blue Hole in Long
Island is the world’s deepest
at 662 feet deep and 249 feet
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wide. Diving on that site is an
experience that will not fade
quickly from the memory.
Even though these islands
are completely flat on the
surface what happens under
the waves is a labyrinth of
sublime sea valleys. These
fascinating walls go on
for hundreds of miles and
appear to divers as cliffs that
easily surpass the height of
skyscrapers. All along these
vertical escarpments you can
find beautiful underwater tube
shaped sponges, hard corals
in all the hues of a rainbow,
incredible hanging algae, huge
halibuts, turtles, billfish, tuna,
and occasionally marbled
rays gliding past you, even a
hammerhead shark hunting for
smaller fish is not unusual.
Diving with sharks is one of
the many aquatic experiences
that the Bahamas offers. These
fascinating creatures typically
behave in a friendly manner
toward divers and can be found
throughout all the different
islands.
Due to the diversity of
species and the variety of
sea bottoms, all kinds of
fishermen are drawn to the
Bahamas. They gather to
participate in competitions and
championships that happen
around the reefs, trying to
catch all types of fish or just
to test their skills against the
well known fast and furious
sailfish. These Islands are one
of the most acclaimed places
in the world for practicing this

enjoyable yet complicated
sport.
If your main goal in
traveling to the Bahamas is
just for the sake of relaxing
and enjoying some quality
time, then the beaches here
are the closest thing you’ll get
to finding the colors in your
dreams, as fine white sand
shimmer before the intense
indigo sea.
And if you simply want to
enjoy the pleasures of a virgin
beach where you only hear the
warbling of tropical birds and
the deep rolling sound of the
surf, somewhere you can feel
like Robinson Crusoe, then
look no further, because the
Bahamas is your destination.
It’s already been 200
years since the Bahamas first
became a Tourism destination.
The first visitors were wealthy
British and their families,
who following their doctor’s
advice, found in the islands the
perfect medicine for achieving
their prescribed dose of rest
and wellness. Since then the
Bahamas allure has become
internationally recognized and
in the last couple of decades
the Government has started
to take into consideration the
number of tourists in order to
best manage arrival numbers
and ensure that the natural
beauty of the island and the
environment is protected.
However it never gets as
crowded as other Caribbean
tourism sights because it still
remains a luxury destination.
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The Bahamas is home to 27
of the world’s most beautiful
natural parks, both above
ground and underwater. This
massive network of protected
natural parks grants the
preservation of the countries
ecological treasures. That
natural bounty includes the
largest population of pink
flamingos in the West Indies,
with over 70.000 of them. Over
a 1000 species of parrots and
home to 120 different species
of native endemic plants that
can only be found here, plants
that include more than 50
types of orchids, making this
the perfect destination for
nature and eco-tourism lovers.
If you are looking for
outdoor entertainment to do on
land then there are numerous
options available; from horse
riding, and cycling to tennis
or golf. With over 700 islands
spread out through more than
17,000 square miles of ocean,
the Bahamas offers more
vacation resorts than any other
tropical destination.
There is a famous legend on
the islands that says that John
Watling’s treasure is hidden
somewhere in Fortuna Hill
just waiting to be found. The
truth is that in every bottle of
John Watling’s rum there is the
adventurous spirit of the old
pirate ways, that’s no legend,
but a tangible and delicious
fact. And the Buena Vista
estate is where small batches
of this precious liquid are hand
crafted and carefully distilled.
The estate was founded in
1789 and it has been a witness
to the history of the Bahamas
ever since.
Mr. Pepin Argamasilla,
managing partner of John
Watling’s and the founding
partner Jose Portuondo had
the brilliant idea of starting up
a micro-distillery in Nassau.
After three years of intensive
research and restoration, they

opened their doors in 2013,
and since that moment have
consistently grown the business
to the point where last year they
welcomed 98,000 visitors over
their threshold. “We offer quite
an experience for the visitors,
and the locals also respect our
purpose as we take pride in
teaching people about the history
of this place” both of them say.
Argamasilla explains: “John
Watling’s rum is substantially
different from other rums on the
market and that is because of two
main processes. We filter all our
rums through charred coconut
husks. That removes certain
flavors that we don’t want to end
up in the final product. Another
thing is that our rum is made of a
combination of pot-stilled rum, an
aromatic rum with a lot of flavor
and column stilled rum, which is
a lighter rum. The column stilled
is Spanish styled rum while the
pot stilled is the English style. We
decided to combine those two
processes so that we could have a
light and dry rum but at the same
time add in a lot of flavor.”
Another innovation of
this distillery is its red turtle
vodka. Usually vodka is made
from potatoes or wheat. Such
products can’t be easily found
in the Caribbean, but actually
vodka can be made from any
produce containing sugar, so
they decided to use sugarcane
instead. It is also filtered
through coconut shells and
Eleuthera’s pink sand. “We
are the one and only first class
sugarcane vodka available in the
whole world” Pepin Argamasilla
states proudly.
John Watling’s prides itself
on being the “Bahamas spirit”
where the word spirit means
much more than just alcohol.
Spirit refers to the culture and
architecture of this place, the
music, the people, everything
Bahamian. “That is precisely
what we celebrate every day here
at the Buena Vista Estate, and

also what we try to communicate
to our costumers and daily
visitors”. The company is very
optimistic about the future
stating, “we would love to see our
product in 5 star restaurants and
luxury stores or hotels, places like
Paris, London or South Beach. We
want to become synonymous with
the Best of the Bahamas and be
recognized by the public as the
premium product that we are”.
From the simplicity of
rustic virgin beaches to the
high-end exclusivity of refined
glamor, these Islands have it
all. Even though all the Islands
that make up the Bahamas
are of an unsurpassed beauty,
there is one particular island
that stands out from the rest.
That Island has been named
“the best Island in the whole
Caribbean” by the Travel and
Leisure magazine. That island
is “Harbour” Island, which
belongs to the exterior ring of
islands. Briland, which is the
name given by the natives is
best known for its pinkish sand
and its turquoise water. The
island is a charming mix, where
the rustic and elegant meet.
Humble pastel colored cabins
share space with the most
exclusive boutique hotels. Wild
hens peck around fine French
bistros and local fishermen
greet millionaire businessmen.
All coexist in an Island
well known for being safe and
showing great hospitality to
the visitors, and this relaxing
glamor has attracted a colorful
cocktail of international
celebrities from all over the
world. “Harbour” is a place
to hang out under the palm
trees and ease away the
stresses, surrounded by the
vibrant colors of hibiscus and
bougainvilleas while breathing
in the sweet scent of jasmine.
In this unique environment
you’ll find the Valentines
Residences Resort and Marina,
which stands out as the newest

Nassau is the capital and the commercial center of the Bahamas and boasts internationally famous tourist attractions
like the iconic villas in Paradise Island and the Atlantis Resort. It is the archipelago’s largest city and accounts for 70%
of the population. The city is serviced by an international airport with daily flights to major cities in the United States,
Canada, the UK and the Caribbean.
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and most vibrant luxury resort
in the Island.
The Director of Valentines
Residences Resort and Marina,
Dean Spychalla has no doubt
that Valentines is the most
charming resort and residency
in all of the Bahamas, and it’s a
belief borne out by the property
recently winning the accolade
of ‘best marina resort in the
Bahamas’ at the worldwide
travel awards.
Spychalla explains the work
that has gone into renovating
the property since he took
charge. “We’ve worked hard
over the last 3 years to bring us
up from an average hotel to an
upscale hotel. We’ve done a lot
of landscaping on the property.
We’ve enhanced the security,
although harbour island is known
to be safe and friendly, its an
exclusive and safe environment.
We’ve rebuilt our reverse osmosis
plant that cost $200,000. Wifi
streaming here is excellent, even
though people are on vacation
they want to stay connected,
whether they are in the room or in
a boat in the harbour.”
Spychalla points out
that there is a demographic
difference between the marina
and residency guests and
clarifies that the property has
something to offer all of them.
He says the reason Harbour
Island is such a sought-after
destination, especially for
American visitors has a lot to do
with them being able to enjoy
a tropical atmosphere and still
speak in English. This makes
the American costumers feel
safe and homely in this exotic
paradise.
The Island is very close to
the United States, with direct
flights to Harbour island from
Atlanta, Fort Lauderdale and
Miami. Besides that there are
also numerous connections
from all over the U.S.A and
London via Nassau.
Visitors arrive at Harbour
Island looking for comfort,
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With thousands of virtually deserted beaches and hidden coves, the Bahamas guarantees its visitors tranquility in a
paradise that stretches over 700 islands and islets. In the photo , Eleuthera’s pink sand beach.

relaxation and a stress-free
slower pace, basically a
heavenly break from their
usual work routine. And that is
exactly what Valentines provides
them. This is achieved through
attention to the smallest of
details, like a beach that is
always meticulously taken care
of. The Sunset Patio, a divine
place to watch the sun go down
in a cozy living room style
environment. “A perfect setting
for a comfortable diner or even
just a cocktail with an enjoyable
conversation,” Spychalla says,
“This bar Is one of the most
beautiful in the whole of the
Bahamas. I think there is no other
bar like this one anywhere else
in the whole of the Caribbean,
the floor is made of Brazilian
hardwood and the counter has
been hand crafted by experts
using the very best mahogany.”
The rooms at Valentines
are unbeatable. Every room is
carefully designed and finished
to perfection, it cost a lot to
refurbish but the quality of the
rooms becomes evident as soon
as you step inside, for example,
the use of fine marble in all the
bathrooms. There is nothing
ordinary in this hotel. “My
philosophy starts by getting rid of
excuses and providing solutions
to any problems that arise”

Spychalla says proudly. Letting
us know about his extremely
strict customer service policy,
Spychalla doesn’t allow a
single costumer to leave with
a bad impression. “In terms of
service we do the ordinary tasks
extraordinarily well.” Valentines
staff wear buttons with
inscriptions saying ‘we are a 5
star service, we will treat you like
a rock star’.
Another particular aspect
of Valentines is its residency
nature, meaning, that there are
some units in the property that
are sold to private individuals
who can then subsequently
rent out these properties for a
minimum of 9 months per year.
In this case the income from the
rental is shared with the owner
on a 50/50 basis after utility
expenses have been deducted.
Affiliates of the “I prefer” loyalty
program allow property owners
to spend some of their three
months elsewhere and at the
same time gives other affiliates
of the program the opportunity
to come to Valentines. The unit’s
prices start at $295,000 and
go up to $525,000. There are
currently 6 of these units on
sale. They are not timeshares,
the units are specifically owned
by a sole individual.
Since taking the reigns

Spychalla has overseen
Valentines Residences Resort
and Marina gross operating
profit increase from $3.8m to
$6.2m, an impressive profit
growth of 63% in just three
short years. He accredits these
impressive numbers to hard
work, passion, professional
ethics and constant dedication.
“One of the main challenges is
implementing change” he says,
“Change is always necessary for
improvement, though sometimes
is not easy to have people jump
onboard. Change comes through
constant gentle pressure and that
takes a lot of energy.”
Spychalla wraps up
by revealing the hidden
meaning behind the acronym
“S.E.R.V.I.C.E” which
summarizes the Resort &
Marina Valentines Residences
philosophy:
S.E.R.V.I.C.E. – Satisfy the
guest, Entertain the guest,
Respect for the guest and
each other, Value for money,
I is for Integrity, be honest,
don’t make mistakes. C is for
Communication and that all
adds up to the E for Excellence.
With these core values
Valentines promises to be at the
forefront of the luxury oriented
Bahamas hotels for many years
to come.

Another big Bahamas hotel
resort installation is One Ocean
and Replay Resorts. One Ocean
is a high-end condominium over
at Paradise Island in Nassau,
one of the Bahamas most
sought after locations. Thirtythree of their 79 units will be
open to the general market this
March and eight penthouses on
the upper level will be available
for the summer of 2016. Their
Sales & Marketing Director Greg
Ulmer, shares his vision: “we
will completely transform this
building, one that is completely
modern and is in harmony with the
rest of the island. We have the goal
of redesigning everything, from
the common spaces all the way
through to the private residences”.
As its name suggests,
the range of heavenly leisure
possibilities on Paradise
Island is immense, with idyllic
locations like the stunning
Cabbage beach. You could also
enjoy a sublime gastronomic
experience at Atlantis; Golf is
always a possibility at the club.
The property owners can work,
relax, enjoy their vacations, go
fishing and much more and all
of it in the surrounds of the
highest imaginable quality.
When asked why anyone would
chose the Bahamas over other
Caribbean destinations Ulmer’s
answer was concise: “It’s only
30 minutes away from Miami and
there are many direct flights and
connections to Nassau. We have
by far the best and most advanced
airport in the Caribbean. The
Bahamas economy is stable and
the Bahamas Dollar matches the
U.S. Dollar. We have clear blue
water like many other places, but
that is coupled with the highest
technology you are looking for,
meaning its an ideal working
environment, and making the
Bahamas a wonderful choice for
your second or even your first
home. Working in the morning
and fishing in the afternoon is
heavenly. It sure is a beautiful life
here.”

One Ocean stands out
from its competitors especially
because of its prime location,
since it’s located in the highest
residential building of Paradise
Island. “The views are beyond
belief” says Ulmer, “also the
units here are bigger than they
are in other buildings, so while
the building itself might not be
new, the rooms are. We ended
up buying at a great price, so we
decided we would provide an even
higher quality of fittings than we
had originally planned, and we will
still enter the market at a much
better price than our competitors.
We offer a perfect location, a
more modern unit and at the
best possible price” Greg Ulmer
clarifies. “We create spaces that
people want to live in. Now is the
right time to buy, and there are
many projects on the table, we
are talking about Utah, Hawai,
California and of course the whole
of the Caribbean. Paradise Island
is a great opportunity at a great
price.”
With regards to how
Ulmer see’s the property
developing he believes that One
Ocean will become a vibrant
community within the next
few years. Already he seeing
that happening as the building
starts to fill with new residents
who share a similar status and
outlook. “Five years in there will
be a nice community here. There
are only 79 units so people should
get to know their neighbors.
People will go for dinner or play
golf with their neighbors. I think
people will be here for the long
term, it will be generational
community.”
The overall message that
Ulmer would like to send out is
that One Ocean is a unique and
rare opportunity in Paradise
Island. It offers modern
architecture, high quality
finishes, and the chance to enjoy
the best views in the Bahamas,
surely the closest thing there is
to Paradise on Earth. n

